Mushroom plant foes keep up their battle
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Wurtsboro — Foes of the proposed Yukiguni Maitake mushroom plant have already lost battles to stop the project before the town of Mamakating's Zoning and Planning boards.

They've also lost a round of lawsuits in state court.

But they haven't given up.

On Tuesday, the Basha Kill Area Association filed court papers in Sullivan County state Supreme Court against Yukiguni and the Planning Board, saying that the Planning Board's approval should be tossed on procedural grounds.

Last month, the Planning Board OK'd the site plan.

It was a major victory for Yukiguni, which has been fighting environmentalists and neighbors of the plant for three years.

The suit will most likely be heard by Justice Robert Sackett, who tossed a similar challenge in March.

This most recent court challenge shouldn't delay the company's plans to start building by next year, said Yukiguni's attorney, Charles Bazydlo. The 80-foot-tall, 825,000-square-foot building will be built in phases, eventually spanning 5 acres off Route 209 north of Wurtsboro.

"It seems to me it rehashes a lot of the enviromental-related issues that have been previously decided by the court," Bazydlo said.

"I would fully expect we will be able to vigorously defend this latest petition."

The Basha Kill Area Association alleges the Planning Board broke a series of rules; in essence, putting the cart before the horse by granting site plan approval before studies were completed.

Yukiguni has yet to provide water conservation or odor and noise control plans, among other studies, court papers say.

"I think we have a very strong lawsuit and that we will ultimately prevail," association President Paula Medley said.
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