Developers eye Rock Hill for new Town Center project






The conception plan for a major development project in Rock Hill. Development plans call for more than 1,480 homes to be built on the site.Rendering provided
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Thompson — A stone's throw from Route 17 and a 20-minute drive from Middletown, a new community is growing in Sullivan County.

Seven developers, including former Empire Resorts CEO Robert Berman, have envisioned a new town center in Rock Hill.

They're planning more than 1,480 homes and 600,000 square feet of commercial space off of Rock Hill Drive and Glen Wild Road.

As housing prices hit the roof for many families in Orange County and land becomes scarce along the border in Sullivan, Rock Hill has become the next logical area for growth, said Steven Proyect, a planning and zoning consultant on the project.

"We're finding a lot of residents that were in Rockland County that sold and moved to Orange," Proyect said. "I feel like there may be people in Orange County right now who will buy from us and settle in Rock Hill."

The homes, starting at $179,000, may attract Sullivan County residents, too, such as empty nesters looking to downsize, he said. The development will have 384 apartments, 524 town houses and 581 single family houses.

"This is for the working man," Proyect said. "We are truly looking for an all-year-round market."

But more than that, the developers are ambitiously trying to reshape Rock Hill and eastern Sullivan County, adding a significant amount of concentrated commercial space.

Stores in the Town Center would enclose a space for pedestrians, with parking lots around the perimeter.

The developers hope to attract a cineplex, a large clothing store like Kohl's and other retail.

"We're looking to develop a project that would be harmonious with the surrounding environment," Proyect said. "It's a gorgeous area, we're looking to preserve the scenic beauty."
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