Building up the outskirts

Downtown Monticello benefits, too
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Monticello — At the same time Monticello struggles to fill empty storefronts on Broadway, construction is surging on the outskirts of the village's main drag.

New buildings have sprouted in recent months to house a health-care company, a title insurance business and low-income housing for seniors. A developer has broken ground on a higher-end condominium project that will overlook the Monticello Raceway. And a Blooming Grove staircase manufacturer just opened a new showroom and sales branch down the road.

"Each of them brings in what the village needs, increasing the tax base, employment and younger people," says Mayor Jim Barnicle. "And seniors that we need to take care of have a beautiful complex to live in."

Marc Baez, president and CEO of the Partnership for Economic Development, said the new projects will help bring a "critical mass" of people to Monticello's downtown.

"The more that we can surround our Sullivan County hamlets and villages with (these) and other types of critical mass components, the more accelerated you'll see the resurgence of our main streets take place," he said.
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