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Hamlet of Wallkill - The likeness of "Elsie," the famous Borden Milk cow, is sprouting on signs around this Ulster County hamlet. 

It's an indication that opposition is mobilizing against a $36.8 million proposal to build 600 or more homes and condos and shops here.

"Save Our Hamlet/Preserve the Borden Farm" is the group of residents opposed to the development proposal from the Donner Trust and landowner Mona Schlossberg, who control the former Borden Farm where Borden Milk was created. 

The trust filed preliminary plans with the Town of Shawangunk Planning Board in January. Jayne Daly, spokeswoman for the trust, could not be reached for comment yesterday. 

"We just don't want it," said Kathleen Cody of Main Street. The sign stuck in the ground at the end of her driveway says, "Save our Hamlet."

It's one of more than 100 signs scattered throughout the hamlet, according to Alex Hoyt, one of the organizers of the opposition, which now numbers about 120 strong. 

"We have created political awareness. We have created local awareness," Hoyt said. 

The tactics are familiar to those who followed the battle to save the Shawangunk Ridge from the Awosting Reserve housing proposal. "Save the Ridge" signs dotted a wide region. Environmentalists bought the land to keep out developers and make it state parkland. 

"There are some very basic tactics," said Amy Little of the Save the Ridge Coalition. "Visibility is just one of those tactics."

Hoyt said the battle now shifts to key issues of water supply and runoff. "We intend to be a part of the process and make sure everything is aboveboard. The good-old-boy days of 'Let's meet at the diner and hammer it out' are over."
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