Yukiguni Project Must Be Denied

Sullivan County Democrat

June 28, 2006

Editor's Note: This letter was sent to the Mamakating Planning Board on April 27.

To the Editor:

Dear Mr. Piazza and Members of the Planning Board:

Throughout the nearly three-year environmental and site plan review process for the Yukiguni Maitake Manufacturing Corporation of Amer​ica proposal, I have written to highlight my concerns about this project at several stages in the approval process, including writing to the Planning Board in October 2003 and September 2004. These concerns center around the proposed facility's water usage and impact on the town's water resources, the negative impacts of the facility on Mamakating's scenic and historical resources, and the potential degradation of the area's quality of life.

To date, these concerns remain largely unanswered and unmitigated. Like many of the residents of the Town of Mamakating, I have expressed my serious reservations about this project during this lengthy process, hoping that the project would be amended and improved in a manner that would allow the commu​nity and its elected leaders to support this project. Unfortunately, this has not occurred, and the significant con​cerns and problems with the project have not been adequately addressed.

I am therefore writing to voice my strong opposition to this project. As you know, I have expressed my concerns with particular aspects of this project, asked for mitigation of those concerns, and advocated for the de​nial of specific zoning variances that seemed inconsistent with local zon​ing and planning codes. Since the outstanding concerns surrounding this project have not been addressed in a significant way. I feel compelled at this point to express my opposition to this project moving forward. Con​sequently, I respectfully urge you to deny YMMCA's application for a Special Use Permit and Site Plan Ap​proval.

As I have mentioned in previous correspondence, the possible impacts on this facility's water usage and waste water discharges have never been fully addressed. I previously requested further analysis of water usage and waste water and vapor dis​charges from this facility and urged this board specifically to require an independent and comprehensive hy​drological and ecological study to de​termine and mitigate the impacts on the town's water resources, particu​larly the Basha Kill wetlands and the area's aquifer. These additional stud​ies were not conducted, nor has the applicant sought the appropriate wa​ter permitting dockets from the Delaware River Basin Commission, which has jurisdiction over signifi​cant water withdrawal and waste-water discharges in the Delaware River basin.

Additionally, I remain concerned about the impacts of the proposed fa​cility to the town's tremendous scenic and historical resources. The Shawangunk Ridge is a regional and national asset that is recognized in New York State's Conservation Plan for its high scenic and recreational value. The Delaware and Hudson Canal and the D&H Linear Park are important historical and recreational resources that border the proposed fa​cility. I believe that the construction and operation of an industrial facility of this size and design will most cer​tainly degrade these very special re-sources, including negatively impact​ing the views from the Shawangunk Ridge, the D&H Canal and the Basha Kill Wildlife Management Area.

I had hoped that this proposal could be reconfigured and redesigned in a way that would protect the entire scenic beauty of this area, but this also has not occurred to this point. The Town Planning Board can, however, protect the town's scenic resources by denying the height variance that YMMCA has requested and mandat​ing that the applicant provide an al​ternative building design.

In conclusion, I ask you to please consider the host of unanswered questions and concerns regarding this proposal on possible impacts to irre​placeable local resources, including surface and ground water, recreational and scenic resources and the area's quality of life. As I'm sure you real​ize, once these resources are degrad​ed or damaged, it will be too late for us to act to protect them. However, you currently have the opportunity to safeguard these resources and uphold the long-term interests of the town and our region.

Based on these unaddressed con​cerns and problems with this specific proposal, the overwhelming local community opposition, and the lack of flexibility demonstrated by the project applicant in making signifi​cant changes to improve this project, I hope that you will deny the Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval requested by the applicant.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Maurice D. Hinchey
U.S. Representative,
22nd District
Saugerties
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