“A basic measure of good land use is sustainability, a word that has come to signify living in a respectful relationship with the land, passing it on unimpaired, and even renewed and restored, to future generations. Development should enlarge the possibilities for human progress, creativity, and quality of life, which it cannot accomplish by continually eroding the beauty and productivity of the natural world.”

……………………………………..

“The underlying resistance to land use planning in San Diego, as elsewhere in the country, was not difficult to discern. Local plan​ning and zoning commissions serve landowners with the tacit understanding that rangeland, agricultural land, and other unde​veloped open space wherever located, whatever its ecological value, can eventually be rezoned, subdivided, and developed into com​mercial, residential, or industrial uses when the demand for it appears. The expectation of speculative profit from land ownership is embedded in our culture to the near exclusion of the broader pub​lic interest in protecting wildlife, preserving watersheds, and main​taining open space.

The absence of large-scale open space planning in the United States, and the consequent destruction of landscape ecosystem results from the almost exclusive control of land use decisions by municipal and county governments in thrall to developers and the lure of speculative land profits. The mantra "land use planning is a local matter" denies the reality that we live in a national economy where developers accumulate capital and political power sufficient to overwhelm even well-meaning, part-time local officials and their meager resources. The jurisdiction of local officials ends at the municipal or county boundary; while developers continually threaten to pack up and go across that boundary to the next jurisdic​tion down the road where local officials will be more pliable and willing to accommodate their demands.

The result of this local culture of accommodation among elected officials, landowners, and developers is that open landscapes, whether habitat for endangered species or just space enough for beauty and wonderment at Creation, continually recede and disap​pear as development encroaches and consumes them. And even when communities do awaken to the call of open space, zoning bodies are assailed by developers arguing that ‘just one more exception won't make any difference.’”
From “Cities in the Wilderness” – Bruce Babbitt
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